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in the colour at one and the same
time.

THE PREMIER: There have been a good
mnany resolutions in favour of the mneasure
from the goldfields.

Mr. V'OSPER: I cofigratulate the Goy-
erment on the cleverness of their move,
which is one of the smartest things they
have done for a long timle past. With a
goldfields member, that mnove makes it
an open question whethier he ought to
vote ini favour of womlan's franchise, and
thereby keep in touch with his principles,
or to conserve the interests of the gold-
fields to some extent. I observe that the
Government are busy on the gold~fields
taking a censuts of all the ladies eligible
for votes. At Kanowna on Monday last
a sergeant of police was going round on
this work, and greatly alarming the
female inhabitants. 'Will the Government
undertake to take a census of the men
eligible to vote, but who at the present
moment are disfranchlisedP

THE PEMI E: They can all get onl
thle roll if thex' like.

MR. VOSPER: The.y can all get on
lije roll if theyv like ?

THE PREMIER: How canl wve go in for
a redistribution of seals Land womien's
franchise, unless we know how many
women are eligible to vote?'

MR. VOSPER: I congratulate the
Premier on the dodge to avoid dividing-
the constituencies so as to give dlue
weight to the goldields vote. it
wvoidd be useful, in dealing with the
quest-ion of electoral reform, to have some
information a-s to the number of dis-
franchised men, as well as to the number
of disfranchised women. I do not pro-
pose to occupy the atttention of the House
any longer by comiments on the G-over-
nor's Speech. If the Government are
sincere in the mneasuires of reform they
propose for our consideration, and really
inei~li to introduce Bills which will have
the effect of reinoving abiuses, they are
to be heartily congratulated, and I am
sure a lar-ge mneasure of support will
be accorded them trow this side of the
House. But if there is any attempt to
give us the shadow and not the substance

-a mere sinulacrum of reforin and not
the reality-it will be our duty to oppose
the Government. But I regret the
Government have not seen lit to give
so11me clear idea Of What they actuallly

meanl, because the Governor's Speech
leaves the House as much in the dark
as it was before the Speech was printed.

MR. GEORGE (Murray): I move the
adjournlm~t of the debate.

[Motion not seconded. A pause
ensued.]

MR. GEORGE: If the motion is not
seconded I shall have to go on. I am
prepared to go on for hours, if necessary.

[A futher pause ensued.]
MR. LEAKE: Let him finish, and you

can present the Address to-morrow.
TnE PRE-MIER:. I think we had better

adjourn.
Notion for adjournment seconded, put,

and passed.

ADJOURNMENT,

House adjouirned at 10.15 p.mi. until
the next day.

Thursday, 61h July, 1899.

Pa~per preseined-Question; Circuwit Court Judge, to
A ppoiut-Return granted: Stipezuliury Magistrates,
Particulars - Papers granted: Coolgurdie School
Board, Appointuient-Addres-in-Eeply: Fifth Dt
of Debate, conclusion -Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o'clock, pi.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the COLONIAL SECwRARY: Report
of Iegistrar of Patents, Designs, and
Trade Marks, 1898.

Ordered to lie onl the table.

QUESTION - CIRCUIT CO1JJC' JUDGE,
TO APPOINT.

HON. A. G. JENKINS asked thle
Coloni-al Secretary, If it is thie intention
of the Government to make provision for
a Circ ui t Court Judge, during the present
session of Parliament.

[COUNCIL.] - Circuit Court AWge.
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TanE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.
G-. Randell) replied: The matter is being
considered. I may add that I believe it
will receive early consideration.

RETURN-ST PENDIARY MAGIS-
TRATES1 PARTICULARS.

On the motion of the Hon, F. WuirT-
coBE:, resolved that a return be laid
on the table, showing- i, The numnber
and names of Al stipendiary magistrates
in the service of the colony. -2, The dates
of their respective appointments to the
stations or offices now held by them.

PAPERS-COOLGARDIE SCHOOL
BOARD, APPOINTMENT.

On the motion of the Hon. A. G-.
JENKsINs, resolved that all correspond-
ence in connection with the appointment
of the Coolgardie School Board, together
with the namles upon whose recommend-
ations the appointments were made, be
laid on the table of the Rouse.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

FIFTH DAY OF DR.BATE--ceNcLusroN.

Debate resiued. on m otion for adoption
of the Address-in-Reply to thje Governlors
opening Speech.

HoN. A. G. JENKINS (North-East):
It is a sort of satisfaction, if we can
believe the opening Paragraph of the
Speech, to know that the financial posi-
tion of the colony is again sound. For
myself, I can see no good reason why a
colony having the resources this one has,
should be in an~y other than a sound
position financially, and with the oppor-
tunities for miore direct taxation than at
present exist, I can see no reason why
the Treasurer should have any difficulty
in meeting the current year's expenditure.
I think it is a matter for regret that the
Government ha~ve not given us miore
definite information with regard to the
placing of the Commonwealth Bill before
the people of this colony. I think the
Premier, in pursuance of his promise
made at the recent Premier's Conference,
should have stated in a. more direct
manner on what date it was proposed to
place the Bill before the people, because
I ami quite in accord with the remarks of
Mr. Mathieson, and I. am sure all those
who do favouir the Bill are Of the safte

opinion-that it is not the desire of
federalists to unduly press the matter
forward. It is not their desire that this
Bill should, so to speak, be hurried
before the people; but what we do say
is that somne definite information should
be given to the House as to -when the
Federal Enabling Bill is to be introduced.
The Premier stated at the Conference
that he would introduce the Enabling
Bill directly after the Commonwealth Bill
had been agreed to by New South Wales.
The peoplef of New South Wales have
agreed to tle Bill, but the Premier now adds
the words in the Governor's Speech, "and
Queensland." We do not know when
Queensland will agree to the Bill ;we do
not know that Queensland ever will agree
to it, but we say that, ii pursuance of
the Premier's prom ise, the Bill should be
submitted to Parliamient at an early date
-not at too early a date-but within somle
fairly reasonable time. Federation beinig
a. national question, affecting all sections
and all classes of the commui-nity, I main-
tain it should be decided by the people
and the people alone. 'The peole should
say whether they are willing or not to
accept the Conmmionwealth Bill. I aiui
extremely sorry to hear memibers of this
Rouse who represent only a section, and
a very small section, of the commwutity,
get uip and say theykwill absolutely prevent
the Commonwealth Bill going to the people
of the colony. If we were a representa-
tive House, and if we were representative
of all classes and. conditions of men there
might be some excuse for it.

HoN. A. B. KInSON: We do represent
all classes.

RoN. A. 0. JENKINS: This House
only represents a small section of the
community.

HON. J1. W. HACKETT: You wanted
that interruption, and you got it.

lion. A. G-. JENKINS: If the argua-
mients, of the gentlemen who are against
the Bill, are good, or if the arguments of
those who are in favour of the Bill, are,
good, these people will have ain oppor-
twitv of submitting their arguments to
the people. The people to whom we have
given the right to vote ought to have the
right to express anil opinion onl sucha
burning qutestion as federation. The elec-
tors have their interests in thle ColonyI just
the same as honi.gentlemn in this H ouse
have, and it is not likely that the electors
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are going to throw away their interests to
satisfy any buning desire to defeat the
Government. I would like to say, while
I am speaking on this question, thait I was
extremely sorry to read the remarks made
by Mr. Rt. S. Haynes-I had not an
opportunity of hearing them-aud I
cannot think, lie was quite serious in the
remarks lie made. I think lie did not
intend them to have a general application.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: I do not know
what I am reported in the newspapers as
having said, but what I did Say, I adhere
to.

HON. A. G. JENKINS: I amn sorry to
hear it.

RON. A. B. ]flnsoN: What was the
remark ?

HON. A. G. JENKINS: The lion.
member referred to the goldfields people
ais a vagabond mobh.

HION. R. S. HAYNES5: I did nothing of
the sort.

HON. A, G. JENKINS: That is what
you are reported to have said.

HON. B. S. HAYN ES: Perhaps the wish
was father to thie thought.

RON. A. G. JENKINS: A gentleman,
occupying the po~sition wiech the lion.
member does, should never have miade
the remnarbs which are attribuited to him.

RON. R1. S. BlAYNES: I did not say the
people onl the goldfields were a vaga bond
mob. I Said that insults were levelled at
all people interested in the welfare of the
colon *y by' the press on thle goldflelds, and
these insults were received with applause
by a vagabond mob, and I repeat it.

HoN. A. G. JENKINS: I am entirely
in accord with the proposals of the Gov.
erment to erect further batteries on the
fields. I think the working of the batteries
erected so far has not resulted in a loss
to the conununity, and I anm of opinion
that if a return were called for, this
statement would lieborne out. The great
advantage they are to the working inner,
to the prospector and the man who has a
smiall show on the fields, will justify the
Government in erecting aodtional hat-
tories, provided there is nmonleyvial
for them. In regard to therilway
tern, I do not think any gentleman will
deny that there should be an extension,
provided the moueY can be obtained.
Both at Leonora and ait Norseman the
mines aire developing splendidly, and the
iOptLdatiu1 iN growing.

A MEMBER: IS it?
HONA. G. JENKINS: Ilamninforied

on the best authority that it is growing
in both those places. The people who
reside in these districts deserve railway
communication at the earliest possible
moment it can be given. As to the legis-
lation promised in the future, the pro-
posals made must be very satisfactory, if
the Government will only show an earniest
desire to carry them out. With reference
to the tax on dividends, I hope it will not
be limited to gold-mining companies, for
I see no good reason why other companies
Which have such large dividends as 15,
17w or 35 per cent. should not also be

Iincluded.
HON. A. B. KiDSON : W'hich company

is it that pays 171, per cent?)
HON. A. G. JENKINS: I believe it is

a bank, but I have forgotten the name.
HON. J. W. HACKETT: That is on the

original capital, and not on the amount
,twhich tie shares have changed hands.

RON. A. G,. JENKINS: You do not
pay a divideiid on the increased amount,
but only on the original capital. You
do not get much more than 174 per
cent. from these large ndning shares at
the present timne; anid in fact not five per
cent. onl the present capital value. With
reference to the Electoral Act, I hope wve
shall at least have a ]more liberal measure
than the one now existing, and that
provision will be made for some Systemi of
transfer of votes, and for shorter resi-
dence qualification. At present a man
has to reside twelve months in the colony
before he can get at vote, and in my
opinion a sinionths; residence should be
sufficient.

RON. J. W. HACKETT: What is the
difference between this colony and
Victoria?

RON. A. G. JENKINS: We have a
large population daily enteiring the colony,
presumably to stay h ere.

HON. A. B. KxDSOzq: What is the
qualification in Victoria?

RON. A. G. JENKINS: There are
mnorec settled couditions in Victoria than
here.

HON. A. B. KIDsoN: I think the
residence qualification is six niolis in
Victoria.

HoN. J. WA. HACKETT: It was Six
months, but now it is tluree. A person
has to reside twelve months in the colony



Addrepg-ii-EReply: [6 JULY, 1899.] Fiftk flay of Debate. 181

and to be three months in the particular
district for which lie votes.

Hom. A. G. JENKINS: Men live
many months in districts and have not
votes.

A MEMBER: That is their own fault.
HoN. A. G. JENKINS: No; such is

not the case, as they are roving about from
one place to another, and they cannot get
on the roll. A man may be five months
in Perth, and then go to the goldfields
and reside five months, and yet he will
have no vote. In the other colonies there
is a system of issuing electoral rights, and
I see no good reason why a man in this
colony should not have an electoral right,
which would facilitate voting, and would
enable a man to more readily register his
Vote.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: They can only
vote in their own constituencies.

HOW. A. G-. JENKTNS: I am only in
favouir of issuiing- electoral rights.

HOW. J3. W. HACKETT: It makes very
little difference.

HON. A. G-. JENKINS: It saves a
lot of time on polling day. For instance,
on this question of federation a man with
an electoral right can vote anywhere. At
present I presume that if a person in the
other colonies has an electoral right, and
happens to be outside the district he was
previously in, he can vote in the district
where he at present resides.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: He cannot do
that in Victoria, but can only vote in the
place for which he has a right.

HON. A. G. JENKINS: That is so,
but there is no reason why we should
follow Victoria in everything.

A. MEMBER: That is what you are
doing.

HoN. A. G. JENKINS: No, I am
not; but the law in Victoria might well
be copied in ninny respects in this colony.
I think the proposal in relation to con-
ciliation boards will meet with the
approval of the House, but I hope that
in framing the measure members will see
some provision made whereby awards may
be duly enforced. So far the Acts
framed in two of the colonies at least
have been simply a farce, owing to the
awards made not being properly enforced.

'HON. A. B. KI~sow: Canl you give uts
any idea howv to enforce them ?

HoN. A. G-. JENKINS: Not at pre-
sent. Perhaps if the lion, member will

read the New Zealand Act he will see
there is an excellent provision, aind with
due amendment doubtless it can be made
to meet the state of affairs in this colony.

HoN. R. S. HAYNS : Leave it to the
Parliamentary draughtsmaii.

HON. A. G-. JENKINS: I also think
the Government would be well advised to
introduce-I do not see it here-sonie
amendment of the Licensing Law, or, at
any rate, drastic legislation to put down
the curse of sly grog selling which is so
prevalent in the colony. Owing to the
decision of the Supreme Court-whether
it is right or wrong it is not my duty to
say-sly grog selling is absolutely a curse.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: It is the saine
law as they have all over Australia.

RON. A. G. JENKXINS: It may be
differently interpreted.

HoN. B. S. HAYNES: No.
foN. A. G-. JTENINS: It is notthie

same law, because the control of sly g-rog-
selling there is Under a separate excise
department, controlled by the Govern-
meat. Here the whole burden of proof
is thrown on the informer, and unless
that informer's evidence is absolutely
corrob~orated in every slight particulr,
there is no conviction.

HoN. R. S. HIAYNES: No; there must
be corroboration of some material par-
ticular.

HoN. A. 0. JENKINS: In the course
of moy experience there have been a great
number of Cases, and not a conviction.

How. R. S. HAYNES: There must be
corroboration of the fact, but not of the
Person.

HON. A. 0-. JENKINS: The liquor
law should be amended and this sly grog-
selling put down, and I hope it will be
dlone. I notice with great satisfaction that
the Government intend to introduce a
Rtedistribution of Seats Bill, which I am
sure will allayT a lot of ill-feeling that
has existed in the past among residents
of the goldfields. It is only due to them
to grant better representation.

HOW. A. B. Kiinsox: They have not
got it yet.

MoN. A. G-. JENKINS : I hope they
will get it, and when they do they will
act fajr more in accord with the other
people of the colony than they have done
in the past. You now see a gentleman
representing oly seventy electors. and
others representing five thousand.
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HON. R. S. HAYNES: Look at the
quality of die seventy.

HON. A. G. XENXINS: I think the
five thousand have some cause of com-
plaint.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: You stated some
time ago that they were nomads, wander-
ing all over the plate.

HON. A. G. JENKINS: I repeat that
the five thousand should have more
representation than the seventy. Then
I am also pleased to know that the Gov-
ernment are going to take an early
opportunity of considering the question
of a circuit judge, for it is nothing more
nor less than a scandal that litigants
should be compelled to travel five or six
hundred miles whenever they have an
important case, and waste hundreds and
hundreds of pounds in getting witnesses
to this city, when the samae thing could
be dlone for one-tenth of the money. The
present Act has now been in existence
for two years, and I think the same
answer has before been given with regard
to this question, it being- said that the
Government, were going to early consider
the matter; but so far they have not
done so. I think theyv would be well
advised to consider- it early, and either
miake the present judges go on circuit,
or else appoint another judge. If the
judges have too nmuc~h work, the remedy
is easy. The cost of appointing a judge
is noti very great, and Surely there are
capable men iii the colony who would
take the position, provided the induce-
ments offered were Satisfactory. We
want above all things to keep) our judicial
affairs above reproach, and to make law
as cheap as possible; at any rate to the
masses of the people. A great amount of
legislation is promised, and if half of it
is properly carried out, I do not think we
shall be able to say the session has been
wasted.

HON. WO T. LOTON (Central Pro-
vince): Mr. President, the Speech under
consideration has been criticised from
various points of view, and fair-ly well,
so I do not know that at this stage
of the debate one would be able to
introduce any particularl *y new view of
the matter; hut there are jutst one or two
points I would like to touch upon.- With
reference to the congratulatory tenor of
the first paragraph. I think I may say
that the first portion of it is at all events

1 open to debate. His Excellency' informs
us that the financial condition of the
colony is sound, and I am not prepared
to cavil at the statement, or to assert that
it is not correct; but at the commence-
mnent of the finasncial year there was a
deficit on revenue amcount of about a
quarter of a million, and so far as I can
gather, there will be a considerable
increase of that deficit at the end of the
financial year. I was in hopes it would
not be added to, but I understand
there is likely to be ain addition.
When we bear in mind that we have not
been living within our income, or manag-
ing the affairs of the colony so as to live
within our income, the paragraph is open
to debate. And to my mind, although
the financial position of the colony is
sound, it might have been Sounder had
the deficit been decreased instead of in-
creased during the financial year. With
regard to the latter part of the paragraph,
I am glad to see that the material
interests of the colony are progressing
satisfactorily. I am in entire accord with
that expression. With the exception
possibly of one interest, I believe that all
the other interests of the colony are now
in a progressive state. We have only to
look for a moment to the steady increase
in the out-put of gold ; to look at the con-
siderable advancement and development
in the settlement of the land -the per-
mnanent settlement of the laud I hope -
also to look at the progress that has been
made in the coal-mining industry during
the past year, and generally the advance-
menit in agriculture and viticulture-iii
fact all interests connected with the
settlement and development of the land-
the large increase in the value of one of
our staple products, wool; and to look
generally ait the prospects of the colony,
from north to South, which have been
improved by the splendid rainfall which
has fallen din-ing the last month within
the settled districts, and in the north-
west at an earlier period of the year-all
these things promise one of the most
favourable seasons we have had for years,
therefore the prospects of the colony, I
consider, are really good. What is wanted,
it appears to me, is the exercise, by " the
powers that he,' of moderate caution and
the pr-actice of, I may say, economy in
carrying on the different departments of
the Government, and I believe in ninny of
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the departments there is room f or great
economy and saving. With regard to
paragraph 17, as this refers to some
extent to the question of the finances of
the colony, I will deal with that briefly.
We are tolId there that the expansion of
the gold-mining industry " rendered it
obligatory' that railways shall be extended
to those centres which warrant it," and
then we have an enumeration of the
various railway lines which, it is said, are
urgently necessary. I am not surprised
at the expressions of opinion which have
fallen from some hon. members at this
paragraph, seeing it contains the titles of
Bills which were put forward last year
and checked by this House. Ron. mem-
.bers have expressed their surprise when
the Government intimated their intention
to submit a project for constructing these
railways, when no intimation has been
given as to where the funds are to come
from. The funds can only come from
one particular source-they must be bor-
rowed. We have no surplus revenue,
and at this stage of our existence I do
not think, it would be right, if we had
any surplus revenue, to expend it upon
works of that kind. I think it would be
more profitably employed in other direc-
tions. Although there is no intimation
where the funds are to conie from, we
inust naturally infer, if the works are to
be carried out, that the money must be
borrowed. I am not going to express at
this stage my opinion as to whether it is
desirable to proceed with these works or
not.

THE COLONIAL SECRIETARY :Hear, hear.
HON. W. T. LOTON: I intend to keep

myself entirely open on that. particular
qutestion, because I think the proper time
to deal with the proposed lines in detail
is when the Bills are before the House.
We then will surely have the information
as to where the money is to come from.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: And the
reasons.

HONq. W. T. TOTON: And the reasons.
With regard to the development of the
goldfields. in the -north, the north-west,
and north-east of Menzies, beyond our pre-
sent railway, anyone who knows anything
about the country and has travelled over
it-he need not be a mining expert in
any way-cannot but be surprised at the
large qua~ntity of auriferous gold-bearing
country. Thiere are miles of it which you

travel through, north, cast and west, and
the country is being developed very
rapidly now, and to my mind it is only a,
question of how soon the Government can
see their way to provide the money to
extend the railways into these particular
districts. It is only a question of time.
and if it was a convenient time now, and
the -money could h~e found, I do not think
there is any doubt but that the railways
would prove remunerative. We shall
have to bear this in mind, but it seemis
to me this is not one of the best times to
go into the money market of the world;
however, when we do, we shall have to
show the money-lending public that dur-
ing the past twelve mnonthis our deficit
has been increased instead of reduced.
That is not a very favourable position to
place before the money-lending people.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Not within the
last six months.

How. T. W. LOTON: T am dealing with
the twelve mouths. We have turned the
point, have we? The Government have
been made aware of the fact that it is
impossible to continue the somewhat
lavish expenditure that has been, going on
for the past few years, and have had to
draw in, and not before it was time.
With the exception of some new Bills
which we are promised, that is practically
the whole of the new policy contained i~n
the Governor's Speech.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES. It is old policy.
How. W. T. LOTON: It is a little bit

old. It is intended to further extend the
railways if the money is provided. With
regard to the other Bills, I am glad that
sonie attempt is to be made at social
legislation, and with regard to all the
Bills enumerated in the Speech, if I
am in my place -when they are brought
fo-ward, I shall be prepared to give thanu
my best attention. It seens; to me that
really the question which has exercised
the minds of most hon. members during
the debate is the subject referred to in
paragraph 2 of the Speech-the federation
question. So far as Western Australia
is concerned, this question is a particularly
important and a very serious one. (How.
J. W. HACKETT: Hear, hear.) It is. a.
subject that no lhon, member, even
though he has devoted considerable time
to the question of the federation of the
colonies, should be in any particular hurry
to push forward for a decisive vote.

A ddrPxs-in-,Rep1y : [6 JULY, 1899.]
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The subject requires very mature con-
sideration. I do not propose at this time
to trouble bon. members with at long
detailed si atistical account. I am veryv
much adverse to dealing with figures
minutely, unless I have a basis to Start
from, and at present, so far as I can see,
we want that basis to found a clear cal-
culation upon. Mr. Matheson went very
fully into figures in his very, able speech,
and the conclusion he arrived at briefly
was that in the event of Western Aus-
tralia joining the other colonies under
federation, and in the event of uniform
duties coming into operation-thus gi ving
free intercourse between the colonies-
the decrease in revenue front the customs
would be about £260,000.

How. A. P. MATHESON: About a
quarter of the revenue.

HoN. W. TC. LOTON: These figures
were based, as far as I could obtain the
information, upon the imports and duties
paid on goods, the produce of the other
colonies, during the past year. I am
inclined to think that the estimate is not
very far wide of the mnarkc: probably I
have not gone closely into the figures. I
did go into the figures yesterday, roughly,
for about half an hour, and the conclusion
I arrived at was that we might lose pro-
bably about £300,000. U we take the
figures at a quarter of a million, or a
decrease in the revenue to that amount, it
is argued-and has been argued very
strongly -that this amount would not be
a loss, but rather a saving to the people,
because the people would not have to pay
it. That is quite true, supposing the
people got goods to that amount cheaper;
but if, as Mr. Matheson said, the revenue
under federation, with this decrease, would
be sufficient for the colony without any
extra taxation, and without extra revenue
being derived, it would be a very good
thing for the taxpayers, because they
would be relieved to that extent, and on
that account it appears to me the lion.
member was satisfied that we might
safely join the federation, because the
cost of the federation would only be about
Is. 6d. a head.

HON. A. F. MATHESON: Three shill-
igs.

HoN. W. T. LOTON: Yes, 8s.; you
doubled the amount. To my mind that
is not the main question. The main
reason we have to consider is whether we

I are fit to join the federation or not.
There are several equally important points
to be considered, and one point is-and
it is the first point-are we prepared to
r-everse, so far as the Australian colonies
are concerned, the hitherto fiscal policy
Are we prepared to sweep away' the
tariff that has existed, or an;' other form
Of tariff, that Parliament might intro-
ducee Are we prepared to entirely
sweep away the tariff between the colonies
and have free-trade? And will that suit
Western Australia in its present posi-
tion '? It is not only the amount, but
the principle involved in the question;
although a number of people outside
of Parliament, and members of Parlia-
ment too, may be under the impression
that because the revenue is only to de-
crease by a quarter of a million, we can
very well afford to join the federation,
and that we shall save by it. The opinion
of many people is that if duties are

I swept away they will be able to live
far more cheaply, but there is the other
side of the question. At the pi-esent
time, although we have duties between
the colonies, we have a very consider-

Iable firee list, and we have not only
a free list with the colonies, but a. free
list with the outside world. And I sup-
pose I need only repeat tbis principle,
which most lion, members will agree
with, that the federation of Australia
means free ports between the colonies
themselves and a protective tariff against
the outside world,

HoN. F. TC. CROWDER : Prohibitive
tariff.

How. W. T. LOTON: I do not say
prohibitive tariff, but a fairly high pro-
tective tariff. I suppose if the question
was asked to-day, a majority of the people
would say that they are in favour of
federation, because they would have the
advantage of getting goods much cheaper;
but they' lose sight of the fact that, al-
though they would probably get an ad-
vantage in the case of certain products,
they would have to pay an increased price
on a considerable number of other articles.

flON. B. S. HAYNES: The revenue
would increase.

HoN. W. TC. LOTON: AlIthough the
duties between the colonies would be
swept away, wve should have an increase
in the custoins duties atgainst the Outside
world-
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RON. A. P. MATHESON: Do you think
the Victorian tariff, on an averagle, is
higher.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: You know it.
RON. A. P. MATHESON: You are Wrong.
RON. J. W. HACKETT: I Pit YOU

against all the financiers of the Conven-
tion, then.

RON. W. T. LOTON: I do not think
that all the statists in Australia at the
present tune could foretell the result of
any tariff Until it was tried.

I-ox. J. W. HACKETT: Not a Soul.
Hox. W. T. LOTON : It would inter-

fere with the present imports, but we do
not know to what extent until we have
tried it. I was going on to refer to
the change of tariff. Take for instance
machinery and tools: they are admitted
free. The value of the imports of this
class of goods for the nine months ending
December last, according to the customs
return, was in round numbers a little
under £400,000, and if we add another
one-third to that to make uip the twelve
months, the amount would be nearly half
a million, and machinery to that amiounit
would conic in free from the Australian
colonies. The goods which are now free
to the outside world, if manufactured in
the Australian colonies, would still be
free, but if the goods were imported fromn
the outside world, then there would be a
protective duty upon them, and the people
who use the mlachinery would have to pay
the protective duty. That will be a pro-
tection to the manufactures of the colonies
which have been established for a number
of years, and Will enable the mianu-
facturers in the other colonies to obtain a
better price for their manufactures than
they are getting at the present time,
while thle residents of Wesern Aus-
tralia, who use these manufactures, will
have to pay a greater price for them.
What are we going to do with those
manufactures that come from America?
There is a large amount of machinery
that surely the people of Australia know
perfectly well we at present cannot
manufacture at anything like thle prices
thle goods are manufactured for abroad?
In Western Australia, which is not now
in anything like a position even to
make a Commencement with these uianu-
factures, are we to be taxed anl extra 20
or 25 per cent, and pay that to the other
colonies? It would be a splendid bolster-

ing up of the manufactures of the other
colonies, The question is, can we afford
it, and isit asoumnd practical policy to
pursue, to assist the other Colonies to the
disadvantage of ourselves? Then again
take edible things, farinaceous foods.
chocolates, and so on; these things are
now all admitted free. During the past
nine months goods of this nature were
imported to the amount of some £26,000
or £30,000. The people who are getting
these things free now wvill probably under
federation have to pay duty. Therefore
if tbe people save in one way, the 'y will
have to pay in another. This is no
doubt to my mind a most serious ques-
tion for us to consider. Can we afford, in
our present position, to join federated
Australia?

HON. F. T. CROWDER: And bolster up
the other colonies.

HON. W. T. LOTON: We are merelv
on the threshold of development: tha~t
is the position. Our practical and rapid
development only dates back to the dis-
covery of the goldfields, a little earlier than
the introduction of responsible govern-
ment. We are frequently told that the
introduction of responsible government
caused the progress of Western Australia.
I always take exception to that statement
because the goldfields were discovered a,
little earlier than the advent of responsible
government. The goldfields - I have
pleasure in saying so, and in paying a.
tribute to the people who live on the
goldfields and develop themn-have been
the main factor in the rapid progress and
development of the agricultural and pas-
toxal industries in this colony, and for
the simple reason that they have given us
a market, and the best market we could
have, that is, at our own door. The gold-

ifields have been the reason and the cause
Iof the opening up of our country by rail-
ways. We could never have attempted
to carry out the extent of railway con-
struction on the south coast, unless we

Ihad been satisfied of the permanence, to
some extent, in the early days of responsi-
ble government, of our great producing
areas. I do not want to go into further
details on this federation question, because
there is no doubt that heln. members
need not be exercised in their minds as to
the Enabling Bill coining before us. TheIquestion will be submitted to us for our
Consideration this session.
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RON. Rl. S. HAYNES: No.
How. W. T. LOTON: It is likl~,

unless the other colonies do not agree to
federate, and if that is so, there will lie
no occasion to have the Bill considered.
I have already said that I do not think
there is any occasion for any haste in this
matter, I deprecate that very much. A
very considerable time Should be given to
the consideration in the first instance by
Parliament, and a. full time after that for
consideration by' the people, before at vote
is taken on this subject. It is too serious
a question to be dealt with hastily or to
be rushed. It should, for no political
purposes, be dealt with in a, political way.
I notice in the figures put before us the
other day that it was assumed that we
should save a considerable sumi by the
fact of the post and telegraph and
telephone departments being taken over
by the Federal Parliament. I wvish
to point out that even if wve, the
Australian colonies, do federate, and
eventually Western Austr-alia. joins the
federation, when a uniformn tariff comes
into operation - a uniform. customs
and excise tariff - which must be
within two Years, the Federal Parliament
will have exclusive control over that
branch. But with regard to the postal
branch and two or three other branches,
it is quite an open question as to when
the Federal Parliament will take over
these other departments.

How. J. W. HACKETT: The Governor
has to name the time.

HoN. W. T. LOTON: The time has to
be named, and the Federal Government
may, in their wisdom, decide not to take
over these departments.

HON. Ri S. HAYNES: Tax the news-
papers.

How. W. T. IiOTON: Supposing the
Federal Government do take over these
departments, is it likely, or are we as-
sured in any way, that Western Australia
will get the samne conveniences, or an
extension of the conveniences as it
requires them, fromn the Federal Parlia-
ment as it can from the local Parliament?
If there is a considerable loss in connec-
tion with a department of this kind-I
am speaking particularlY of the Postal
Department-and we waut further in-
creased facilities of development, is it
likely that we shaUl he able to get them,
anid cast a still further burden of loss

on the Federal Government? What
power would the West Australian re-
presentation have in the Federal Parlia-
mnent of Australia? About I in 15 or 1
in 18; five votes against 70 or 76, in the
popular place. There would be a splendid
opportunity and probability of our getting
performed'in any reasonable time works
likely to bring a considerable loss to the
Federal Government. I hope that, when
federation is entered into, there will be
me~n in the Federal Parliament who will
be prepared to carry on the governmient
of Australia on national and broad lines.
Rut we had a splendid instance from the
Premier of New South Wales, on the
occasion when hie referred to the terrier
and thiekittens! That was a national and
broad-minded spirit to place before the
public! What can we expect if we are to
be governed by men of that kind, in the
position to which that right lion. gentle-
man expects to rise in the future P There
mnay be others of at similar mind to his own.

Row. R. S. HAYNES: He is as broad-
minded a politician as there is in the
colony.

How. W. T. LOTON: Members need
not have gone to the federal meetings to
be made aware of the fact, which was in
evidence more than ever during the last
two or three meetings of the delegates,
that the representatives of the eastern
colonies-New South Wales, Victoria,
and South Australia-intended to get
the best they could for their own colonies.
They pride themselves on it, and boast
of it; and what consideration have they
given, or are they prepared to give to
Western Australia P

How. R. S. HAYNES: Why did not the
delegates ask for it?

How. W. T. LOTON: It is a pity you
were not one of them.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: At all events, I
would not have shut my mouth if I had
been one of them.

How. W. T. LOTON: It will lie borne
inmind that the Federal Parliament has

Iexclusive power over the customs and
excise. Clause 97 is a far-reaching one,

Ifor it says:
The pwer of the Parliament to make laws

with reet to trade and commerce extends to
navigation and shipping and to railways the
property of any State.
I do not know whether all the menibers
who attended the federal meuetings are
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fully aware of the provisions and the
extent of that clause.

HoN. R. S. HAYNE~s- They spent most
of their time down Bourke Street.

HON. W. T. IOTON:- Bear in mind
the Federal IParliamnent would have ex-
clusive power, not only over customs and
excise, hut over navigation, shipping,
and railways the property of any State.
T aim not prepared to put the English
construction on those words clearly and
definitely.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: The Federal
Parliament will.

Hou. W. T. LOTON:- I do not k-now
where the power of the local Parliament
comes in with respect to this particular
clause. We have a very thin House, and
I am sorry I ha.ve spoken at such length,
but I will not detain members any longer.
With regard to the other subjects in the
Speech I shall be prepared to pay the
best attention to thenm I can when they
are put before us, and I trust that the
efforts we bring to bear during this
session will result in the advancement and
sound prosperity of the colony. There
are two or three items that I omitted to
mention in regard to the tariff. At the
present time sugar comes into this colony
free, and of course it will be free from th e
eastern colonies under federation; but
we had an intimation on this subject the
other day, when it was proposed by the
Premier of Queensland to the Premier
of this colony, that we should impose an
import duty of some £5 per ton, which
would give the sugar-producing colony of
Queensland and other colonies an oppor-
tunity of getting a better price for their
product, and might -make people of
Western Australia, pay perhaps a half-
penny, per pound more for Sugar. Again,
tea. is free at the present time, but under
the Federal Parlianment there will. hie aI
duty on it, and I am afraid the people
who imagine that federation between the
colonies will cause goods to be very much
cheaper, will find that they have'nmade a
mistake. Another item is oatmneal, of
which during the last eigh t or nine mnonths,
600 tons were imported. Oatmeal would
be free from the other colonies, but where
is the raw product grown ? A very large
proportion of the oatmeal which -finds its
way to this colony is grown in New Zea-
land, and theme will be a protective tariff
against New Zealand, if New Zealand

does not federate, the consequence being
that the people of this colony will have to
pay an extra price. These are important
items, and I might mention many more.

Hox. A. B. EIDSON (West): The
House is extremely thin, and His Excel-
lency's Speech has been debated at
considerable length, but I think I should
be wanting in my duty if I were to allow
the debate to come to a conclusion with-
out expressing my views upon it. The
first question I propose to deal with is
that of federation, and even though we
shall have an opportunity at a later stage
of fully expressing our views upon it,
yet I think it right that every member
of the House at this stage should give
his opinion, because the question is with-
out doubt the most important which the
Parliment of this colony has ever had to
consider, and therefore one cannot dis-
cuss the subject too much, -because its
consideration has an educating effect, not
only upon others, but also upon ourselves,
and it behoves us to do the best we can
to throw light on the question. I have
taken the trouble to listen to and read in-
numerable speeches and letters. that have
been delivered and written upon the
question, and after a considerable amount
of thought the conclusion I have comie to
is, to put it mildly, that it would be
suicidal on the part of this colony to enter
into federation at the present time. I
believe the effect of entering into federa-
tion now would be most disastrous. It
would retard our agricultural industry,
and throw our other industries back for a,
number of years, if it did not crush them;
and, further than that, this colony, which
requires so much close attention to its
government at the present stage of its
history, would not receive that attention.
At the present time, when the colony is
making such progress, it is necessary to
have the Government situated on the
spot, but under federation we should
practically be governed by a body situated
some 2,500 miles away, because everything
of importance in connection with the
carrying on of the Government of the
different colonies will be concentrated in
the Federal Government.

flex. J. W. HXCKET'r: And they would
have all our best men over there.

fox. A. B. KhT)SON: Mr. Loton
has just referred to one important
clause of the Bill in connection with the
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powers of the Federal Parliament over
our railways. Sur-ely the question of our
rallWitVs is a most important one to
%Vesternt Australia in the coicu vs present
condition. Another aspect of the question
is this. We are situated hundreds of
miles away from South Australia, without
any' means of comunincation except by
sea, and before we eniter into federation,
our very first object should be to see that
we are conne,,ted with the eastern
colonies by) rail. U~nless this is done
we shall still he apart, and I would
like to point out that we shall never
have this railway connecting us with
the eastern colonies unless we get
the consent of South Australia, because,
according to the Commonwealth Bill, no
railway can be built through any) State
without the consent (if that State, and
therefore it seemas that by going into
federation without this railway we should
be throwing ou-selves entirely into the
hands of South Australia. I ask mnem-
bers whether that is a Proper Position in
which to place this colony. I submit it
is not, and I am of opinion that on due
consideration other members, who do not
take that view at present, must come to
the saaae. conclusion. I do not propose
to enter into details in connection with
this question at any very great length,
because I shall have an opportunity of
going into them at a. later stage, but 1
hope members and everybody else who
will have a voice in saying whether we
shall go into the federation or whether
we shall not, will bear in mnind that this
colony should be' the subject of their
consideration beyond all else. Numbers
of uts have made this colony our home,
and Surely it is our duty to consider this
colony before we consider the rest of
Australia. That, at all events, is the
view I take, and the view I shall
abide by. We who have come to
this colony, and have made Western
Australia our home, are really fighting
the battle of those who should know
better thani adopt the course they have
tatken, because there are a number of
prominent men who wvere born in this
colony who seem to bie taking an extra-
ordinary stand on the question, and,
instead of placing the welfare of Western
Australia in the forefront, appear to be
putting it into the second place, which is
entirely wrong. I now pass on to one

or two other items mentioned in His
Excellency' 's Spee-h, and I should like
to refer, in passing, to the Mint.. I see
it is proposed to make at further extension,
and I hope this will not be done. I
recollect that when a Bill was first intro-
duced into the House for the purpose of
providin~g a Minit the then leader of the
House stated that the Mint would
cost in all something like X15,000, but
subsequently it was ascertained that the
project could not be carried out under
£40,000.

HIo. JT. WV. HACKETT: The increased
coinage.

HON. A. B. KIDSON: I do not know
anything about that, but I know the
H~nse passed the Bill on the distinct

Iunderstanding that the cost would be
only £15,000 ; yet the price was increased
to somewhere about X40,000, and I
believe there will be considerably more
cost.

Tan COLONIA SECRETARY: It is Only
to provide a safe place for- the weighing

lapparatus. It appears that the delicate
machines which are used for weighing
sovereigns i-equir-e to have an absolutely
permanent foundation, and there is too
much tremor in the place used at present.
The proposed -addition will be a ver 'y
small one, and I believe it is necessary.

HoN. A. B8. KIDSON: I understand
it is pi-oposed to make a considerable
extension.

THE CoLON4IAL SECRETARY: I think
not.

HON. A. B8. KLDSON: However
that may be, the difficulty now spoken of
might have been thought of before, and
I shall be sorry to see any extension
until it is ascertained absolutely that it
is a necessity. One itein in His Ex-
cellency's Speech is in connection with
the waiter supply at Frenmantle, and I
think the work carried out by the Gov-
ernmjent very creditable, but at the same
time it would be much better if the
Government would direct their- attention
towards providing the town with what I
may call a supply of good water.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Potable water.
HoN. A. B. KIDSON: Yes, potable

water. During the large nunmer of years
I have resided in Fremnantle I have never
before known the water to) be so bad, and
it seems a waste of money to extend the
mains unless the Government are going
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to provide us with a proper supply, the
water at the present time being, as I Lay,
very bad indeed. It is brackish and, to my-
mind, next to undrinkable. I repeat tha
I hope the Government will take some
steps in that d-irection, because, if the;'
do not, I am afraid there will be a great
outcry from the town.

HON. 3. W. HACKETT: What remedy
do you propose ?

HON. A. B. KIDSON: I think the
only remedy will be to bring the water
down from Perth, but at the present timet
there mnay be some means of taking steps
to meet tine difficulty. I think they have
gone down too far with the bore; but
that is a matter for an engineer. Mr.
Hacakett asked me what remedy I would
provide, but I amn not an engineer, and
cannot say; yet I think there must be
sonic remedy, because I rweember that
before these'new drives were put in the
water was pretty good. I repeat that, in
mny opinion, they have gone too far, or
that something of the kind has occurred;
and surely thjere should he some mneans of
rMiloving thle difficultY. T hope the Go-
vernmnent will take the matter in handj.
and set the engineer to work, and endea-
vour to find. some means of coping withi
the trouble. I see the Government pro-
pose to introduce a new Bankruptcy Act
for consolidating the bankruptcy laws,
and I think it will be an exceedingly good
tihing.' Mr, Crowder referred in somne
scathting terms to the Act introduced by
my' self last session of Parliament, buit
reallyV I do not think he could have had
mucht experience of the Act-fortunately
for himi-because my experience is that
the Act has worked exceedinigly well,

HOW. R. S. HAYNiES: Hear. hear.
How. A. B. KarSON:- It has saved a

large :uniount of mioney for the debtors
and creditors, aud I hope thjat in con-
solidating the bankruptcy laws the Gov-
ernment will include the measure passed
last session. I know one member men-
tioned that a large number of debtors
were made bankrupts, but I do not
consider that the fault of the Amending
Akct, but of the debtors. When a debtor
is looked upon by creditors as a rogue
they put hin through the severest test
possible.

RON, R, S. HAYNES: In every case i
have had, the composition has gone
through.

How. A. B. IT*SON: My experience.
is that the Act has workied excellently and
saved a large amount of money for the
creditors. The cost of administering it

Iis exceedingly small, and there is no red-
Itapeisrn or difficulty ina carrying out its
provisions. I see also that the Govern-
wnent propose to introduce a Bill dealing

Iwith Conciliation Boards, and I1 pre--
sums this proposal is the outcome of the

Irecent miserable strike at Fremantle. I
I hope the Government will introduce a

Bill Somewhat on the lines of the New
Zealand Act, though of course there is
the difficulty which always exists in Acts
dealing writh Conciliation Boards, niamely,
how to enforce the awards. PersonallyIl
do not see hlow they can, lie enforced, and

*to my mind it is anl absolute impossi-
bilitv to framne a. Bill so that it can be

*eniforced in this connection; but perhaps
the Government will try their hand at it,
-and the Farliameiitarv d~raftsmnan referredl
to byv Mr. Haynes will endeavour to devise
soll1t linieans Wlit'reb suchn Act may be
cariied omit, thoughll I repe'at, I do noti see
honw it, is to be (lont..

HON. P. T. Cnownnii: Tine Pan in-
mnentarv draftsiman i's a goodl m1an.

How. A. fl. iIl)SON: I do not knlow
that I Said hle Was no0t.

Hlow. F. T. CROWDER: You inferred as
much.

HowN. A. B. KII)SON: I did not, for T
said lie miight he aile to remedy the diffi-
cul1ty Pointed ommi. The next thing to
whichi I desire to refer is the proposed
dividend tax. I am glad to see that the
question oft a dividend tax has at last
been taken hold of by tine Government,
because there is an immtense aniount of
gold, and Western Australia is getting no
benefit whatever fromt it, whereas the
proposed tax would be aL mnaas of en-
faling tme colony to do~ so.

A MEFMBER: They are goinge to tax all
dividends,

HOw. A. B. KIDISON: I have no
shares, so it will not affect me. At the
present tunle I (10 not know whether the
dividend tax isi intended to be imposed on
all companies. There seems to be oi
little doubt about it, and perhiajs the
Leader of time House canl give us some in-
l'ormation onl the point. Personally [
hope it is onl 'y intended to impose divi-
dend taxes in relation to gold; but when
the Bill comes betorejis ii e shall probablty
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be able to extend its operation a little bit
further, if hon. members think it advis-
able. J1 see the Government propose also
to introduce a new Electoral Bill, and I
agree in a very large degree with a num-
ber of the remarks which have fallen from
Mr. Jenkins, the present Electoral Act
being very ineffective and capable of a large
amount of amendment. It appears that
the Government intend to confer votes
upon women, and I am exceedingly gladl
to learn that such is the case; and when
the Bill comes before the House I shall
do all I can 'to further it and pass it
through. I would like to take this
opportunity of urging upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of a new Supreme
Court house, The accommodation at the
present time is absolutely inadequate, and
not only is it inadequate, but it is a
perfect disgrace and a scandal to the
community that such a place should be
'allowed to exist. Even at a place like
Newcastle., where they have possibly one
case a, week, which may be a charge of
drunkenness, the police court is a palace
in comparison with the building which
ire have here for the Supreme Court.
Again, at Fremnantle they have two
Courts-and I think it is a credit to the
Government-one being a civil court and
the other a. criminal court, and they are
most excellent, being far superior to the
Supremne Court buildings here. At
Geraldton they have a magnificent Court.
Buildings for petty courts have been
er~ected all through the colony, and yet
the building used by the Supremne Court,
which is the High Court of Justice in
this Colony, is nothing less than a barn.
In fact I could never understand the
action of the Government in coimection
with this subject, because one would
think that the -very first thing the Gov-
ernmenlt would do in connection with the
courts would be to make proper provision
for the Supreme Court, and then erect
buildings for petty courts throughout the
colony. They seem to have started at
the tail instead of at the head, anld to
have butilt petty courts whilst leaving the
Supreme Court buildings a, disgrace and
a source of constant comment by the
Judges; but it seems to me that the
Government do not paty anly attention
to whatt the Judges say. There is hardly a
day that I go to the Coiif but what somle
remnark or comm-ent falls from the Benuh

in connection with the bad accommoda-
tion for the Judges, the Bar, and the
public. The present building is, I re-
peat, nothing more nor less than a
barn, and I hope the Government will do
something in connection with the matter,
and that the leader of the House will be

Iable to give its some assurance that they
will Put the matter in hand at a very early
date.

RoN. R. S. HAY NES: It is lunder con-
sideration.

I-ON. A. B.R KIl)SON : I hope it will
l3ecomie an accomiprlied tct. I never like
to hear the remark, that the matter is
under consideration, for it is always throw-
ing cold water upon the thing. I hope
the Government will take the matter in
hand at once, and, if they do so, they will

Igain the thanks uot only of the Judges
Iand the memb ers of the Bar, but also of
*the public.

HON. ID. McKAY (North) : I do not
propose to criticise His Excellency's
Speech much, and shall conifue my few
remarks to two paragraphs, the second
and twventy-second. The first of these
two paragraphs deals with federation, the
burning question of the day, abouti which
there appear to bie inany -very perplexing
and conflicting views and opinions. I
miay say that since first the question of
federation was mooted, now a good many'
years agyo, I have been unwavering in
constancy~ to the cause, and I still hope
to see the consummnation of federated
Australia ats a stepping stone to the
greatest federation the world hats ever
known. Nevertheless, notwithstanding
nIvl fond dreamn, I am by no mneans pre-
pared to sacrifice the best interests
of this great colony for the sake of
consunmmating mny most cherished in-
clinations. I regret that I cannot follow
my hon. and learned colleague in his
desire to prevent the Comnmonwealth Bill
going to the people. I hold the opinion,
and I cannot depart from it, that the
federal question ought to he decided by
the supreine voice of the people; they
have to pay the piper, and should be
allowed to select the mulisic, even though
it may not be hiarmonious to critical ears.
Yet, at the samue time, I would not favour
the Bill going to the people under six
months, or even twelve months. The
colour is very exlensive, and. the( voters
slioili have at full opportunlity of rumti-
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nating and digesting the pro el contr-a of
what is going to decide the destinies of
this huge colony. The twenty-second
paragraph of the Speech will n~o doubt
have material bearing on the northern
province of the colony. -In that connec-
tion I can, only say I think there should
be special legislation for the northern
portion of the colony, for I cannot see
but what it would be manifestly Unjust
to treat it on a population basis. I there-
fore hope that, when the question conies
to be discussed, the problem will be
solved in a fair and just spirit.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER (East): I
think it is the practice with all of us
that we should express our views on the
Governor's Speech, foreshadowing, as it
does, the policy of the Government for
the session. I will, therefore, briefly ex-
press what I have to say. In the first
place, I only have to repeat what has
been said as to the satisfactory financial
condition of the colony, and I hope when
the Estimates are brought forward this
will be shown to be clearly the case. I
comne to paragraph 2, which has been the
principal subject for discussion in this
debate. Federation has been a bunning
question for a considerable length of
time; all of us have read a great deal
about it, and all have heard the opinions
of the advocates for federation, amongst
whom is Mr. Matheson, who has taken a
great deal of trouble to lay before us a
more honest and fair statement than any
other advocate for federation who has
spoken in public.

HON. F. T. COownnR: Question?
HON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: I give Mr.

Matheson credit for the way in which hie
has spoken; notwithstanding that, I
think he has failed to prove that in the
opinion of anybody federation is desir-
able, inasmuch as he admits that it will
cost the colony a. considerable amount of
money, and he cannot show in any prac-
tical way that the colony will derive any
benefit. This is a point which must
have considerable weight with every
thinking Juan. It seems to me that if
Western Australia joins the other
colonies in federation we shall gain
nothing, but we shiall give the other
coloniesaihgreat deal. What possible
advantage can be gained when we are
such an enormous distance from the other
colonies? We shiall l)C 2,500 miles front

the seat of government, and there is an
immense extent of sterile country be-
tween the boundary of Western Austra-
lia and the other colonies, which must
leave us always in an isolated condition.
It has been shown that the great conces-
sion which the Federal Government will
give to Western Australia will amount to
nothing at all. First of all, in respect to
the duties, what does that argument
amount to? It amounts to really nothing.
As to our representation, it has been
shown by Mr. Loton that olur represen-
tatives will be always in a, minority, and'
therefore would not be able to gain a,
small point in the interests of the colony,
especially where our interests are not
identical with those of the other colonies.
That is a great point too. We can never
be fairly represented; and therefore it
occurred to me that there is not as much
unity in the other colonies as we are led
to believe. Look- at the strikes that h-ave
occurred in those colonies. Industries
have been pa-al" sed, and this has occurred
since the introduction of univer-sal suf-
frage. Are the other colonies to be an
example to us in this r-espect P Are we
not likely, under federation, to have
continual differences that may lead to
warfare in the end?9 If some of the
other colonies succeed in federating, let
us see how they progress before Western
Australia joins. We also know that this
colony is making considerable strides in
the way of cultivation, and in opening
uip industries of many kinds which will
be of the Utmost importance to the future
welfare of this country, and should our
industries be thrown into competition
with the other colonies, whose industries
are fully developed, and have been spoon-
fed foi the past thirty years? The
industries of the other colonies are over-
producing; they have been in that state
for 'years, and to throw us into compe-
tition with those colonies would certainly
he discouraging to all future settlement
in Western Australia. This must be
evident to everyv man who has the well-
fare of the ouintry* at heart, and we
should not overlook the point. I nu not
going into details, because I think the
martter ham been so fully discussed by all
those who have spoken and written on the
subject, that it is surnecessary for mie to do
so, and I do not wish to weary the House
by taking up mor-e time than is necessary.



192 Address-i n-Reply: [COUNCIL.) Fifth day of Debate.

At the same time I do hope that when we
have the Bill before the House, we shall
not flinch from our duty, but that we
shall show the country we have their
interests at heart, and that we shall do
what we think is most desirable for their
welfare. We all admit that the great
mining industry is in a satisfactory and
flourishing condition. We also know, in
looking at our probabilities in regard to
the gold output, that there is an enor-
mous amount of country which is still
almost unexplored, and which may in the
future produce mines equal to those which
are in existence and are being worked;
and we can only come to the conclusion
that our resources in this respect are
enormous, and it is scarcely possible to
estimate what our fuature gold return will
be. The Government in paragraph 4,
allude to the public batteries, and I have
much pleasure in'stating that the policy
of erecting batteries is a desirable one.
But at the present time, through inefficient
management, the batteries have not done
what they ought to have done. I hope
they will do better in the future than they
have dlone in the past; and I also hope
they will prove to be of great benefit to
all the small mine owners; as it was ex-
pected they would be of assistance to that
class of people when the batteries were
first mooted. There are many mines hield
by those who have discovered them, and
who are now working them, and the public
batteries are a bind of bonus to the work-
ing miners. The public batteries also
prevent the discoverers of properties being
robbed by speculators, who buy the mines
for almost nothing, and sell them for
large sums of money. I cannot say much
in favour of the expenditure over the
Coolgardie Exhibition. I think it has
been a great waste of money. Had the
exhibition been held in Perth the bene-
ficial effect on the colony would have been
greater, but as the exhibition was held in
such an isolated and far distant place as
Coolgardie is, I do not think the colony will
derive the benefit that mnany expected it
would derive. Provision hats been made for
the representation of the colony at the Paris
Exhibition, and I think that if the mine-
rals and specimens which were collected
together at the Coolgardie exhibition are
sent to the Paris exhi bi tion, it will have a
beneficial result, because I saw at the
mnineral court of the Coolgardie exhibition

magnificent specimens of gold which if
exhibited at Paris cannot fail to do the
colony good. I come now to the Collie
coal fields, and I amn sure it must be a
source of gratification to every m ember
in the House, and the colony generally,
to know that these coal fields are likelyv to
turn out successful and satisfactorily.
We must bear in mind that there are
large leases held in the Collie district,
some of which are 7,000 and 8,000 acres
in extent, and upon these leases very
little has been done, and I think the
Minister of Mines should not extend the
exemptions. If these mines were all
working it would lbe the means of throw-
ing a large amount of coal on the market.
and more than could be used. Therefore
all would stiffer. If these large leases
were cut up and sold in the way that
other mines are disposed of, I do not
think that would work satisfactorily in
the interests of the colony. I should like
the Minister of Mines to force those who
bold leases to comply with the mining
conditions. The water works at Helena
Vale, I extremely regret, have come upon
difficulties in regard to the finding of a
foundation for the dlam; but at the same
time I do not see how those difficulties
could have been avoided. It is not very
easy to tell from the surface what will be
met with further dowvn. But the obstacle
has now been overcome, and I hope the
prog~ress of these works in the future will
be- better than in the past. With respect
to the Coolgardie water scheme, I
candidly admit that I wish it had never
been undertaken. I say that it will ihe a
considerable length of time before the
work is completed; and if the people of
Coolgardie can do without water until the
works are completed, they could have
done without it altogether. I think
it should be gratifying to know
that the harbour works at Fremnantle
are being carried out in such a successful
way. We have now comfortable and safe
anchorage for vessels of any size, and any
one going to Preniantle can see as many
as a dozen or twent 'Y ships lying alongside
the wharf discharging cargo with ever 'y
facility which enables them to do so
quickly. That is a very different state of
affairs to what existed some years a go,
when vessels had to discharge their cargo
in Gage Roads, and in heavy weather the
work could not lie (lone. The condition
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of things at the present tine is very
satisfactory, therefore we have every
reason to be gratefuli to the Government
for this aecomodation, and I think we
should give dredit to those to whom credit
is due in the construction of the work.
I think the wvo-k has been carried out
diligently and effectuially, and it is due
to the engineer who was in charge, and
those under himu, that they should receive
credit for the war in which the works
have been completed. Paragraph 9 says
that

New jetties and stock-yards, etc.. have been
erected at Wyndhain and Port If edlsand, and
have already proved of great advantage.

No doubt these are necessary works, and
will be appreciated by those for whom
they are onistructed. Yesterday I heard
some rather disparaging remarks made as
to the Bunbury break-water, and I admit
that somietime back, when this large ex-
penditure was entered into, I thought it
was, rather a piece of extravagance. I
thought the district hardl 'y warranted the
expendliture, but it was pointed out to us
that it was necessaryv to maike Biuaburv
a safe anchorage, and when I have
visited Buuhury, I have seen vessels
lying safelyv alongside the jetty, which
Must lie a great advantage to the place.
Tile stone used in the breakwater is of a,
very' heavy and massive description, and
is scarcely likely to move when once
settled. Though there may have been a
little disturbance during the very rough
gale, when the weather was as badf as ever
it is likely to be, the masonry has now
settled down, and I do not think there is
any probability of its again no-ving. I
have seen inen working at early hours in
the morning, and it struck mue tha~t the
work was certainly being carried out in a
diligent and proper way. Yesterday,
reference was mtade to the advisability of
making a wharf on the inside of the break-
water, and it struck me it inight very
well be done, and probably will be done
iii the future, unless the botomn is of such
at hard nature that they -will be unable to
diive the piles. I believe that will be. an
obstacle. I made inquiry, and was told
the bottoml was so hard that dredging
could tnt me carried out, and it appeared
that it wouldI be better to extend the
present breakwater. It cannot he denied
that the breakwater is of immense advan-
tijge to the place. When You take into

consideration the great resources of the
neighbourhood, there being timnber, tin, and
coal, I think Vou will admit that we are only
doingy right in approving of works of this
kind, which will make the harbour a good
and safe one, and I therefore do not think
we ought to regret the expense incurred.
The works mentioned in Clause 12 are of a
most desirable character, and I hope they
will be carried out to the satisfaction of
those who know maore about the matter
than I do, but I can see froin the nature
of the works that they will be of permanent
benefit to the colony. In paragraph 13
we are rem inded that the Public Library
and the Observatory have been finished.
I look upon the Observatory as a piece of
extravagance, and not justified uLnder the
circumstances of the colonyv.

HoNq. F. AL STONE: :It helps Wragge.
IfoN. C. E. DEMPSTER:- I cvannot

see that any great amotunt of beniefit will
be derived fromn it. As to the Mint, it is
all but completed, and is, indeed, now
ready for work; hut it certainty woulid be
desiratble to have abn export duty upon
grold in its crude state, which would
cause mnen who own the gold to ha~ve it
coined in "West Australia, and would
thus help to support the Mint. I regret
to hear that the supply of water at Fre-
mantle is not fit for human consumption,
or at all palatable, and it appears to mne
it will be hard to overcome the difficulty.
In paragraph 15 reference is made to the
erection ot smielting works, and I con-
sider that the need of such works has
long been felt in the c olony. I hope
they will be productive of all the benefit
we can desire. I have seen for some timie
past numerous truck loads of ore that
have been bra aght from Coolgardie to be
treated at those works, and I hope that
the works will be found of benefit to the
owners, not only of gold mnines, but all
other mines that exist in the colony. We
have coal here by meants of which our
smelting can be carried out effectually,
and I hope the rates charged for railage
will he so reduced that the undertaking
will he profitable to all concernedK.

Hox. F. T. Cauwuxau: Not for the
lPeople w03o Pay the piper.

HuN. 0. E. IDEMPSTERt: For years
pasgt I have Seemi truLcks onm e-very train
coing back fromi time goldields with
uothing in them, and it has often
occuirred to ine that those trucks (which
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run here on a down grade) might he
otilised with advantage by carrying
material from the goldfields, if only a
half or a quarter of the full rate were
charged for freight, for if that course
were adopted, it would prove to be a
Source of profit. It would help to make
the railways pay a great deal better than
at present, and would also be of assistance
to those who own mines which contain no
great amount of ore. A great deal might
be done in this respect, and I repeat that
I advocate a reduction of the railway
rates. Paragraph 17 alluides to the gold-
mining industry, and further railways;
but I think we are hardly in a position
to promise our support for the construc-
tion of other railways under existing
circumstances. Of what use will the
line from Menzies to Leonora be to us?
It strikes me very forcibly West Australia
will derive no benefit from it. I ses there
is also a proposal for the construction
of a line from Coolgardie to Norseman.
If you construct a line fromi Coolgardie to
Norseman, and then one to Espeane
you will divert freight from this part of
the colony, and what good will our
harbour wvorks at Fremantle be to
us P

HON. R. S. HAYNES5: It would injure
you considerably.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: It would
benefit me considerably. Nothing more
so ; but it would do the whole of this
portion of West Australia, a great deal
of harm. I admit, however, that I would
like to have seen a line start from
Esperance in justice to the people who
have spent their money there. Its con-
struction would have been a common act
of justice on the part of the Government,
hut I think that under any circumstances
it would be suicidal on the part of the
Government to start the railway from
Coolgardie.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Why more
suicidal to construct it one side thian on
the other?

RON. C. E. DEMPSTER: The con-
struction of it one way would be the
means of taking everything from the
colony. The trade that comeps to Esper-
ance Bay does not affect this part of the
Colony.

HoN. A. P. blAruuSON :You say, make
a railway from Esperance up to Noame-
mail1.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: I would
like to see that. I think, that in common
fairness the people onght to have it.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: What is the
difference between constructing the line
from Norseman to Coolgardie, and con-

I structing it from Esperance to'Norseman.
RON. C. E. DEMPSTER: The line

from Coolgardie would be of no good to
Esperance Bay at all, and would be a
heavy tax upon the people of Norseman.
With regard to postal and telegraph
extension, I am sure everyone will approve

of he xpeditrefor that purpose, for
thebenfitof heportions of the colony

that will be served by it. I hope that
when the matter of the Goomalling rail-
way is brought before the House it will
be favourably considered. Personally it
will not affect us in the slightest degree;
but a very large number of most desir-
able settlers and squatter-s are residing in
the Goomalling district, an enormous
area of land having been put under culti-
vation, and unless they are supplied with
a railway they must give up that land,
fr otherwise they cannot possibly com-

pete with those places which are already
served with railways. The proposed rail-
way will pass through a large amount of
good count"y, and I ask members not to
be hasty in considering the matter, but to

Igive it 'their close attention, and if they
Ican conscientiously support the proposal
their action will be appreciated, and will
result in a great deal of good. The
people have taken up the land on the
assumption that a railwa y will very soon

beconstructed. They have improved
that land, and it will be an act of injus-
tice if they do not get a railway. Some,
reference has been made to the immiense

increase in agricultural development, and
I take this opportunit 'y of making a few
remarks upon the imnproved condition
of the colony in that respect. Years
ago it was stated that Western Aus-
tralia, was incapalble of growing all that
was required for ite own constump-

*tion, and it was asked, what is the use
of, protecting it, but we have already
proved that in this colony we are capable

*Of producing not only what is required
by ourselves, but a great deal more. We
have this year grown more hay than is
required. and there is a market for; anti
we hare grown nearly as much wheat as
we Jieedl, whilst West Australian flour is
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being supplied at a cheaper na hc sipre.A .

bition at Coolgardie at test was
which cannot be disputed (for t]
did not know which flour be wal
and the reports were all favon
the West Australian flour.

How.. A. P. MATHESON: BlUnb
took the first prize.

How. 0. E. DEMPSTER: Bu
West Australian flour for all tha

HON. J. W. HACKETT: AI
man gained the first prize.

How. C. E. D)EMPSTER: I:
to hear it.

The usual time for adjourumen
arrived, the PRESIDENT ask
Dempster if the remainder of hi
would be long.

MR. DEMPSTER: A few nit
The COLONIAL SEORETA

his own remarks would not ocen
than about half an hour, and iii
might be finished before the
adjourned.

Tun PRESIDENT: Was it
of the House that he should n~
the Chair, or that he should ren
until the debate was finished?

Question put, and the PRnsini
ing declared the ayes had it, tFT.CODRUIdfoa is

TEE PRESIDENT: The H(
power to alter its rules at any tlit

THE COLONIAL SEORI
Without desiring to coerce any
or to press this matter as far a
personally concerned, he desi
inannous consent of the Hon
adoption of the course suggesi
course it wvas a departure from
hut, as the President had rightly'
the House had a right to resci
rule at any moment.

Question--that the President
leave the Chair until the debat
cluded-piit, and divisionta
the following resu lt:-

Ayes . ..

Noes ...

Majority fom
Arse- 7.

The.11on. C. E. Deinpotor
The Hon. A. B. Kidson
The Hon. W. T. toto.
The Hon. A. P. Mtlhes,,
The Hen. G. Randell
The H0 0 .J. U. Ricbardson
The H... J. W. Hackett

No..
The Ilo.. F. T
The Ho.. S. J.

The Hen. H.
The Hen. P. W~
Tise HomE . S

ute than I Question thus passed.
be exhi- HoN. C. E. DEMPSTER (resuming):
applied One of the things in relation to which I

be baker pwas going to make a few remarks has
ausing), reference to the railway station at Albany.
rable to I1 was simply about to say I think it

desirable that the projects of the Govern
ry flour ment shall be carried out, and no

doubt if a naval station Were formed
t.would be very glad to see it. it is un-

Burbry necessary for me to touch on anythiig
else, having alrealdy alluded to the

aun glad principal Subjects to which I desired to
refer, and therefore I will defer anv' thing

thaving more I have to say until the questions
ed Mr. come before the House in future.
Ls speech Tax COLONIA-L SECRETARY (in

mae~ reply): I will endeavour to make my
lues remrksas brief as possible in replying
R Sad to the criticism of hon. mremibers, aud I

py more Iwould like to say at the outset that I have
e debate to thank members for the criticism which

House Ithey have given to the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor. On the whole

the wvishi I think it has been decidedly favourable
oIw leave to the Government programme, and to
tamu in it the Speech that has been delivered to the

House. It cannot but be expected that
ENT hav- a niumber of gentlemen representing
lie How. different parts of the country will have
ion. divergent views, and one of the advantages

oiise had Iis that we shall have made known to us
Ile. the wvants and repqiireinents of the
~TARY: different districts of which the colony is
member, composed. Without any further introduc-
6he was tion, I propose to notice some of the

red the Icriticisms that have been passed onl the
se to the -Speech. In regard to paragraph 1, a
ted. Of reinark fell from Mr. Stone about reckless
the rule, expenditure, and such an assertion has
observed, been made more than once in this House
md that and another place; but whatever force it

had has disappeared, and it is not appli-
do not cable at any rate to the operations of the

ebe con- Government during the last year. It is
:nwith only natural to suppose that in the rapid

pro'gress and development of this country,
I and the initiation of different public
o works, possibly Some expenditure has heen

- incurred which perlhaps call scarcely be
1 justified, and perhaps some losses have had

-6to becudured onaccountof theGoverninent
1 owder 1;introducing, as wve have done, a large ni-

[oxay her of civil servants from different parts
hicrib of the world for the purpose of carrying
Haym. Onl the operations of the Government

(Ie11. r w ihich Were necessary for the development
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of the country. I feel sure members will,
upon careful consideration of all the cir-
cumistances of the case, be of opinion that
the Government were justified in going
into these great works for the purpose of
opening up the country and facilitating
transports from various districts, neces-
sary for the development of the gold-
mnining induastry. I-will make no further
remark upon that, but repeat that if the
expression the hon. member made use of
was justified in former years, it has not
been justified during the year which has
j ust now closed. The financial1 position
of the colony has been subjected to the
criticism of members, but, notwithstand-
ing what has been said, I think the state-

mnent made in the Speech is perfectly
justified. At the beginning of the year.
obligations had been entered into by the
Government, and services had been ar-
ranged for which could not be arrested
v'ery easib'. Although we found there
was a falling revenue during the closinug
months of last year, it was not possible
to at once arrest that expenditure and
Ibring expenses within our income; but
every effort was mnade by the Govern-
muent, amid, although there miar be diffe-
rences; of opinion as to the steps which
were taken (and I amn free to admnit that
a considerable antount of suffering and
disappointment has been inflicted by the
retrenchmnents whlich had to take place),
I feel sure lion, members and the country
generally will admit that the Government
have taken proper and right steps to bring
their expenditure within their income.
During the first six months of this year
it was. impossible that this could be done,
for engagements had been entered into,
as I have already said, and there were
amounts to be paid which had stood over
for more than six months, and had not
been brought to aceoutnt., All these
circumstances helped to increase the
expenditure for the first six months,
which was above the income received.
I iu lpleased, however, to say that the
expenditure has been now brought within
the income, aLnd that instead of increasing
our deficit to the large extent anticipated,
and mentioned hr some as half-a-million,
we have beeii ale to close the year withL
only a. yen' smrall addition to thme deficit
standcing over iun 1808. We closed, 1898
with £180,000, in round figures, to the
biad; but although tile figures are not yet

Iauthenticated, we may expect to close
tme current year with a deficit of about
£2260,000 ; this being au addition of
£80,000, and I would point out that thme
increase of the deficit was, of course,
created during the early months of the
Current year. Our income has been con-
siderably above our expenditure during
the last half-year, and -when I mention
the fact that probably for June we shall
have a revenue of £260,000, or perhaps
£275,000, it will be seen that we are on
the up-grade with regard to our revenue,
and our expenditure wvill as far as possible
be cut down, so I chink we may fairly say
that the financial condition of the colony
is satisfactory. I think I may say

1eminently satisfactory.
RONq F. Wm1TCOMBE: It is not sound.
TUE, COLONIAL SECRETARY:- It is

perfeccly sound. We always listen 'with
a very great amnount of respect when Mr.
Loton speaks on the question of financc,
and that gentleman has said he thinks the
colouy is in a sound condition. Mr.
Lotou has had a large experience of mner-
cantile affatirs, and I think he may be
accepted as anl authority in this Rouse
upon that point. We are living -within
our mneans, anud I think I can say there is
an opportuinity of undertaking works of
urgent necessity in the imimediate futuore
whichi we could not have expected in the
early months of the rear that has just
passed away. It behiored the Govern-
nent to take every possible step to reduce

the expenditure to meet the circumstances
of the falling revenue. They have, in my
opinion, bmavely anid boldly faced that
condition of affairs, and when members
have carefully con sidered. the matter they
will, I think, give the Government credit
for having succeeded iii their efforts.
Paragraph 4, relating to time estatblishiment
of public batteries upon tme goldfields,
has been subjected to considerable criti-
cism. I am not in a position to-night to
give members any information as to
Whether those batteries pay or not, but I
believe that some of them do, anid that
others do not. There is mio doubt that
the policy of establishing public batteries
is very generally accepted by the people
of this country as a right one. I be-
liere that niembers of this House. as
well as memibers. of another place, con-
sider it a step in the right direction for
the purpose of encuraging the small maen

[COUNCIL.] Fif1h day of Debate.
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to prospect and open up the go14 resources
of the colony. I think members ar-e as
wvell aware as I am that the great diffi-
culty we have miet, with in relation to this
matter has been the procuring of a supply
of water. The failure, in many instances,
of obtaining good fresh water, or even
fairly good brackish water, has very
much hurt development in this direct-ion,
in preventing operations from being as
successful as they otherwise would have
been, but steps are being taken to over-
come it, and I have no doubt the opera-
tion of these public batteries in different
parts of the colony will, in the main, be
of benefit to the whole country. With
regard to the Collie coalfields, very
severe criticism has been passed on the
industry by two or three members, which
I think utterly undeserved. I fancy that
anyone who has tbe interests of the
colony at heart will agree that it is a
most encouraging circumstance that coal
has been discovered in this country in
payable quantities so near the surface,
and that it has been proved, by the
experience of many persons who have
given it every test, to he an excellent fuel.
Whether we shiall be able to create a,
large export trade or not is, I think,
beside the question at the present
moment, but we have there an excellent
field of coal of very fair quality, though
perhaps not quite equal to Newcastle
coal, sand it is incumbent upon the Gov-
ernmnent, if they realise their position and
their responsibilities, to do their best to
encourage the industry. I feel sure the
Government will accept the responsibility
placed. upon them by the discovery of
this coal, and by the fact of its being
worked by an energetic gentleman, Mr.
Deakin. We can all sympathise with
that gentleman in his efforts to put the
coal on the market at as cheap a rate as
possible. I think it is a question be-
tween him and the railway authorities, to
a. large extent, as to how far the rates can
be reduced. I have every reason to
believe the General Manager and other
authorities will give full consideration to
his request, and will try to meet h-im in
every possible way; but I quite agree with
Mr. Crowder that there is a, point beyond
which we cannot go in justice to other
parts of the colony, and in a question of
this sort we should, in my opinion, leave
oturselves to a ver~y large extent in the

hands of those who are experts in this
particular work. We shall be guided by
their opinion, hacked np as they are hr
the experience of mtaniy years; and before
this House or the country interferes wvitb
railway rates, it should have very good
grounds upon which 'to act. I believe in
having a public policy on this question,
and being able, to some extent at any
rate, to assist industries in this way, even
if in some cases it entails a loss upon the
general revenue of the colony, because we
mayv be able to make it up in other direc-
tions by the development of the country
and the increase of population. I refer
to another work undertaken by the Gov-
ernment in a portion of the colony, which
deserves every consideration, and is inti-
mately connected with the Collie coalfield.
I mean the Enumy harbour. By the
expenditure of reasonable sums of money,
we are making harbours to induce ships
to come in and for the purpose of export-
ing produce of the soil. We are perfectly
justified in doing this, and, indeed,
we should be criminally neglecting our
duty as a Parliament if we were
not ready to assist in the endeavour.
From Wrudhain to Euacla, where there are
satisfactory circurn stances existing, we
should try to crTeate outlets for the bene-
fit of thi industry, trade, and comumerce
of this country, and I am sure menmbers
will accept that position and give effect
to it as far as possible. With regard to
this particular work, the Bunbury break--
water, I believe I an correct in saying,
though I have not visited Bunbury very
much, that the conditions are utterly
different from those which prevail at
Fremanmtle. There are the timber, coal
and other industries behind that towni
and district, and it is desirable that we
should make Bunbury a good port, if it
is possible to do so. The opinion of the
Engineer-in-Chief was d ecidedly in favour
of having the harbour in the estuary, but
the amount necessary for that was beyond
anything the Government would ever ex-
pect to induce the Legislature to expend ;
therefore the only alternative was to do
the best possible by the construction of a
breakwater so as to afford shelter for
shipping, and this has been accomplished
at a very reasonable expenditure. Mr.
Matheson referred to the prevalence of
the north-west wind, and I think he is
wrong when he says that the breakwater
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is exposedi to thatt wind, but I believe it
is exposed to the north. and a little to the
northi-east. It would be wrong to think
that, with the considerable opening exist-
ing between that point and the point on
the opposite side of the coast, % perfectly
smooth harbour could be secured, even if
the jetty were carried three or four thou-
sand feet further. Mr. Kidsou will bear
we out that duiring the westerly winds
there is some little swell there, and you
cannot have a harbour which conimuni-
eates with the ocean, like most of these
harbours do, without a, ripple during
the prevalence of a gale. The Bunburv
breakwater is exposed to the whole force
of the ocean, there being nothing to initi-
gate the power of the waves. At Fre-
mantle. it is broken up by Rottuest and
the outlying rocks and islands, so that
the conditions prevailing there are alto-
gether different. The suggestion by Mr.
Matheson that a pier mnight be con-
structed inside of the breakwater would
be outside the question, because I believe
the breakwater is not carried so high as
the Fremantle breakwater, and the ships
would be exposed to the wind, and, as
Mr. Demnpster pointed out, there would
be seine difficulty in getting a pile jetty
constructed there. However, I need
not labo-ar that question, but the point
is, was it desirable that Hunbury should
be made as good a hiarbour as possible at
a, moderate expense, or should it be left in
the state of nature in which it was two
or three years agoP I do not think the
answer will be doubtful for one moment.
As I have already said, I think the ex-
penditure incurred was perfectly justified,
and if another thousand feet added to
that breakwater will make a. great ini-
provement to the harbour, I hope and
believe members will consent to that
extension. I do not think I need speak
to you about the Fremantle harbour,
because it has been referred to by nearly
all members in the most laudatory terms,
and it is bound to exercise upon this
colony a most beneficial and far-reaching
influence. I hope and trust that all1 our
expectations. will. be fulfilled, and that we
shall seethe harbour occupiedatall seasons
of the. year. Paragraphs 9, 10, 11, 12,
and 13 contain a record of which any
Government or country might be proud,
I will not take the credit of it for the
Government, though of couirse the incep-

ition of these items was by themn; buit it
was for this House, or at any rate the
Parliament, to consent that the money
should be expended for the construction

Iof these works. The record is, I repeat,
a highly creditable one, and although one
member said it was like a balance sheet
presented by a company or by the manager
of a. company, yet I think we may con-
gratulate ouirselves, uponi the mnany im-
portant or less important works which
have been constructed in various parts of
the colony for the purpose of developing
and increasing the progress and advantage
to the people living in different parts of
West Australia. I am glad to notice
that amongst those works the harbour of
Port Hedland has become very servce-
able, and that by the expenditure of a
comparatively small sum of money the
harbour at Broome may also be made one
of the very best on our north-west coast.
Those works are all necessary for the de-
velopment of the country, and I trust that
when called upon to spend money in this
direction, members will, when all the cir-
cumstances have been placed fully before
them, be most ready to support them, I
am sorry to see Mr. Crowder is not here.
That gentleman, in speaking of the Fre-
mantle harbour, charged the Government
with having stated what was untrue in
asserting that the " Penguin " was on the
North-West coast at the present time sur-
veying. He satid he saw the vessel in the
harbour at Fremnantle two or three days
ago, but I venture to suggest that pro-
bably there are two " Penguins," and that
the vessel surveying the coast referred to is
one of Her Majkesty's survey ships, where-

athe " Penguin" at Fremantle belongs
to this Government and is a small vessel
used for towing purposes and for visiting
Rottnest. Considerable reference has
been made to the Mint, and the charges
by the Mint have been called in ques-
tion by Mr. RL. S. Haynes. Through the
'kindness of the hon. the President, I
obtained a, copy of a little brochure that
was issued by the Deputy-Master of the
Mint on the date of its opening, and I
will endeavour to obtain for each member
a 'copy of this book, which I think will
be very interesting and very useful. I
find from it that the charges of the
Mint for coinage are 1Nd. per ounce
under 6,000 ounces, and a penny per
ounce for over 5,000 ounces. In addition
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to this the assay and refining charges
are 8s., up to and including 20 ounces,
and X45 for 6,000 ounces, and for every
additional 100 ounces or part of 10
ounces 10s. I think these prices comn-
pare favourably with the charges in the
Melbourne Mint. With regard to what
effect the establishment of the Mint will
have on the destinies of the colony, I aim
not prepared to express an opinion, except
that I believe it must be wholly beneficial.
The prestige which the colony will obtain
by having within its borders a branch of
the Royal Mint, capable of coining gold
of the value of three millions (and I
believe a stilt greater amount by little
extra work), must prove advantageous.
As; a member has observed, if any colony
of the group has a right to a Mint, surely
the one which is producing from its mines
the largest amount of gold is entitled to
have one. Doubtless the result will be
satisfactory, although perhaps all the gold
for some time will not pass through the
Mint, or at any rate be coined into sover-
eigns, though it may possibly pass through
for the purpose of assaying and refining,
and be melted into bars or nuggets, and
so be distributed to various parts of the
world, wherever it may be necessary. I
thought it well to refer to this matter, so
as to remove any little difficulty existing
in the minds of some members as to the
alleged high charges which were being
made for the coinage of gold in the Perth
Mint. I admit there have been consider-
able delays in relation to the Mint, but
these are all explained in the little book
which I hope to get for the information
of members, and there is every reason to
expect the operations of the Mint to be
carried on successfully. I just now ex-
plained the difficulty experienced with
regard to securing a proper place for the
delicate operations of weighing, which are
at the present moment carried on in the
room containing the machinery. Anyone
who is on the premises during the tine
the machinery is working will notice that
there is a slight tremor, and I believe it
is intended to remove those operations to
some little distance from where they are
at p resent carried on. As far as the
absence of perfect stillness is concerned,
I believe it is to Some extent accounted
for by the nature of the soil, which is
sand, and lends itself very readily to the
transmission of force. I do not know

whether that is a good word for explain-
ing the matter, but members who live in
Perth know very well that when a cart
passes along thie Street a house will
vibrate, no matter how strongly built.
That brings me to the next point to which
members have addressed themselves with
more or less force, I refer to the con-
struction and extension of rail ways. I aim
pleased to see the position taken up by
Mr. Loton on this point; that is, that lhe
will not express an opinion until further
information is placed before him, and
the Government are~ able to explain
all the circumstances which have in-
duced them to place these works in
the Speeh, especially the new railways.
As has been observed b y someone in
another place, it was incumbent upon the
Government to introduce the proposals;
and having expressed their views in a,
former session that these works were
necessary, I do not see how it was possible
for them this year, when the circumnstances
are more favourable, and considerable
developments have taken place, to omlit
the proposals from the Governor's Speech.
There are differences of opinion with
regard to these works, and they have been
expressed in the Honse. Some look upon
them as being absolutely necessary. I
think that on the whole I may accept the
speech of Mr. Ijoton, who has visited
these districts, as being favourable at any
rate to the construction of the line to
Leonora. From the information I have
been able to gather from various sources,
unquestionably there is a magnificent
district. In fact, it has been stated by a
gentleman who has visited this colony,
and has written to a paper in another
colony, that there is another Kalgoorlie in
the Mount Margaret goldfields; district.
If that be so, we shall all rejoice at the
fact, and if the giving of a railway will
facilitate and encourage development in
that part of the colony, I ami sure the
Government may rely uipon receiving the
support of hon. members for- that purpose.
I wvill just say in connection therewith
that the output of gold from the Mount
Margaret goldfield in the first six months
of 1898 amounted to 18,193 ounces; in the
second six months 26,0?3 ounces, and in
the firstsix months of 1899 itwas 35,388
ounces. So you see that is nearly doubtethe
output. With regard to the Norseman line,
there seems to 'le ground for caution and
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care, not because the development of the
district is not great. hut because of political
reasons which operate in lion. member's
minds. I am happy to tell lion. members
there is considerable development along
the Coolgardie-Norseinan line. During
the first six months of 1898 the returns
from the mines were 12,710 ounces, and for
the second six months 19,621 ounces, or a
total for the year of 32,381 ounces. For
the first six months of 1899 the production
was 24,508 ounces of gold from thre mines.
That is a considerable a~dvance, and double
what it was for the first six months of
1898. In connection with the hune I may
say there are some very good goldfields
on the way. The railway will pass the
Lady Loch Field and Burbanks, where
there is great development, and at which
the increase in the output has been very
large indeed. Additional stampers, I am
informed, will have to be erected at, the
Burbanks at once. Then the line passes
the Londonderry, glittering productions
from which I ha~d the honour of seeing
at the Exhibition, and a small sample of
which I was able to bring away with me.
I do not think I need trouble lion, mem-
bers any fturther- at the present moment,
I only trqust that by wise and liberal con-
sideration of the measures which may be
prepared from time to timie we may be
able to assist in the development of this
country. With regard to the legislation
which is proposed, hon. members have
addressed themselves pretty fully to that,
therefore I need not go into the matter. In
regard to the dividend tax, I may tell hon.
members that the Bill is not yet complete,
but I think I am justified in saving that it
is not the intention of the Government
to confine the dividend tax to gold-min-
ing, but to apply it to all companies
operating within the colony. It is in-
tended to carefully consider the clauses
of the Bill before it is introduced, and
there may be some slight alteration from
what is at present intended. But I am
quite sure it will meet with the general
aeceptaAce of hon. members and of those
receiving benefits from the colony, be-
cause dividends are enjoyed by people
who have invested their capital, and who
do not work on the mines; these people
are depending on others who work for
them. Although I happen to be a share-
holder in some companies, and may have
to pay the dividend tax, I shall not object

to (Jo so for the benefit of the country,
and I hope persons in (lifferent parts of
this colony, and in other parts of the
wor-ld, obtaining dividends from opera-
tions in this colony will not object to
contribute to our revenue.

How. J. W. HACKETT: Why not tax
other incomes as well?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
is not an Income Tax Bill. I think I could
give a satisfactory answer to the hon.
member, but now is not the time to do so.
I think hon. members will see many
reasons why a dividend tax could not be
applied to incomes of private people.

Hoe. J. W. HACKETT: You tax the
incomes of one party, but the richer party
may be left out.
f THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Rural Land Bill is not for the clearing
of land, as lion. members may think: it is
to impose at tax on unimproved land ;that
is the real object of the measure; and I
do not think I am disclosing anything
prematurely in telling the House that.
The legislation proposed in the Bill is
mo~re or less of a -very serious character,
and there may be considerable difference
of opinion on the subjects. I will
not venture to say anything on these
Bills, except perhaps the Conciliation
Bill, and]I am quite of the opinion that
Mr. Kidson expressed; nainely, that these
boards should be merely permissive.
That may be unsatisfactory, but to have
the boards compulsory would require
careful consideration on our paits be-
fore adoption. And although compul-

isory conciliation has been adopted in
New Zealand, and may have worked with
some success there, yet I think we should
Carefully consider the matter before adopt-

Iing such a provision here. The circum-
stances of our colony may be different to
those in New Zealand. I am not alble to
tell hon. members in what direction the
Government propose to provide in the
particular Bill mentioned. There are
other Bills of a more or less important
and necessary Character which are ren-
dered requisite by the development in
this country, and we must expect from
time to time that any Government which

my be in power will have totaeu
questions of this sort, and will have to
deal with them in the best possible way
thev can. I refer to paragraph 22, on
which several hon. members have spoken,
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and which has; led me to believe that
their mninds are considerably, exercised in
that direction. I may state my personal
views on this qutestion. We cannot deal
with an Electoral Bill in this colonyv on a
purely popular basis; that is utterly' and
entirely out of the question, aiid I am
Sure the Government will deal with the
subj]ect in a way that is fair and right to
-all interests in the country. While the
Government recognise population, they
also recognise other interests in the
country that must be considered. I think
I have gone thr~ough the different para-
graphs in the Speech which are most
important, and to which hion. members
have addressed themselves, and I may
a Lst say a few words about federation. I

think I may say at the Outset that Mr.
Loton has pretty well expressed my views
on this matter. We owe a considerable
amount of thanks to Mr. Matheson,
who has devoted so much time to the con-
sideration of this question, and who has
eudeavoured to present to the country
his ideas of the Commonwealth Bill;
whether he is correct or not is not to the
point. Anyone who has Studied and
devoted time and attention to this ques-
tion is deserving of the thanks and the
consideration of the public at large,
because people can only be educated by
hearing the different sides of the question,
and by having the matter treated in all
its aspects. Personally I am not inclined
to accept the results at which Mr.
Matheson has arrived by his study of the
question. but I am pleased to say that
within the Last week or two the federal
party, to which the lion. member belongs,
are reconsidering their position, and are
now coming to the conclusion that it is
not desirable to hasten federation with
the other colonies, but they are agreed
with the persons on the other side that
it is necessary to have further informa-
tion than we have at the present moment,
and that it is not tight to hasten the
decision of the people.

HoN. A_. P. MATHESON: What We Want
is the Enabling Bill.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
believe the federal party started with the
idea that we ought to have immediate
federation, and I am pleased to say that
the federal pearty are now realising the
importance of the question, and desire
that the question should not be rushed

because of the sentiment which lies
behind it; although with that sentiment
I entirely agree.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: So do we all.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: And

if all the circumnstances are right and ripe
for our joining federation, I believe every
one in the colony will be willing to do so.
I might say that I have been educated
uip to the point at which I have arrived
at now by the opposite camp-the
federalists themselves-and not by the

Ianti-federalists, because the federalists
have failed to make good their cause. It
seems to me that they have shown very
little ground on which to rest their feet.
There was one matter upon which Mr.
Matheson touched, and I may be excused
for just referring to it here. He referred
to one of the 39 articles, if I may call
them so, of this Bill-the 84th clause in
reference to railway construction.

Railway construction and extension in any
State with the consent of that State.
The lion. member tried to get that clause
altered to provide that the Conmnonwealth
should constr-uct a railway in any State
With or without its consent. Did I
gather the hion. member's meaning
rightly ?

How. A. P. MATHEsS: Or without
the consent of the State, if necessary for
the Commonwealth.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think the hion. member will see, on reflec-
tion that he was getting Out of the frying-

pan Into the fire, because that would
enable the Commonwealth to come into
this colony and erect ay line to suit their
purpose without considering the con-
ditions or requirements or needs of the
inhabitants of the State.

HoN. A. P. MATHESONj: If the line
is essential for the Commonwealth.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause might operate harshly. South
Australia might have some objection to a
line of railway in this country, but the
Commonwealth could construct that line
whether another State liked it or not.
But to get away from the difficulty which
the lion, member saw, he seemed to get
into another difficulty which was more
serious. I hope hion. members will
rememb~er that Ilam endeavouring to make
my remarks as short as possible, and I
cannot go into the Bim to any extent, but
I would like to draw hion. members



202 Address-in-Reply: [COUNCIL.] Fifth day of Debate.

attention to the thin thread which is
running through the whole of the Bill
"until the Parliament otherwise pro-
vides."

HoN. A. B. XIDsoN4: We know all
about that.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
you take those words in conjunction with
the various clauses in which they occur,
you will see that any State to a large
extent is entirely at the mercy of the
Comm onwealth Parliament. That applies
to this colony, isolated as we are. Mr.
Matheson has referred to Clause 98 so
that I need not refer to it again, but that
clause and the two subsequent clauses,
99 and 100, are important. I will just
read Clause 98:

The power of the Parliament to make laws
with respect to trade and commerce extends to
navigation and shipping, and to railways the
property of the State.

I think hon. members have drawn atten-
tion to the most important clauses to
which it is necessary to give our careful
consideration, and as I do not want to
labour the question, I shall not refer to
them further. I am sure this question
will receive very careful consideratiou,
so that we shall not rush into any-
ing which will be disastrous to the
country. My remarks have been rather
longer than I intended them to be,
and I trust I have met the references
made by hon. members as fairly and as
clearly as I possibly can, although I pos-
sibky may have passed over some.

Box. A. B. KriSOX: What about the
Supreme Court?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think I mayv safely, assure the hon. mtem-
ber that as soon as possible. in fact, in
the near future, this work will be under-
taken by thle Government. The Govern-
mnent recognise the importance and the
necessity for the work, and I1 have no
doubt in assuring the hon. member that
the matter will betaken in hand-

HoN. A. B. Iflsox: Inimediatel v?
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ini-

mediately; but when I say immediately,
Government Departments move rather
slowly.

HO6N. A. B. RinsoN: Whiat about the
Fremantle Water Supply?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member has spoken of that matter

which is mentioned in the Governor's
Speech, and I regret exceedingly to hear
that the Fremantle Water Supply is not
of a good quality. But I must confess that
I am not surprised at this, because
I anticipated that at the time it was p~ro-
posed to get the supply of water from the
holes. The people of Fremantle should
not object to the Nemesis that has over-
taken them in refusing to co-operate with
Perth in obtaining a wrater supply from
the hills. I am with the hon. member
that it is necessary that a supply of water
should be provided for the tow~n of Wre-
mantle, but I am not in a position to
state what steps should be taken in pro-
viding that supply. I think no onecould
but expect that in a limestone formation,
where there was a possiilityv of sand
rifts in the rocks occurring between the
ocean, that the source of supply would
sooner or later be contaminated with sea,
water. It is the inroad of the water from
the ocean which is damaging the water
supply. The whole circiunstances struck
me as being perfectly remarkable that, in
a limestone formation like Fremantle,
artesian water could be obtained at a
shallow depth. I will endeavour to bring
this matter before the notice of the
Government, but I think the members for
Fremantle and the people of Frenmntle
should move in tile matter them-
selves.

Box. A. B. KIDSoN : They have done
so.

THE OOLONIL SECRETARY:
This is an important matter as regards
the shipping at Fremantle, also to the
people of Fremuantle, therefore it should
receive consideration by the Goverunent;
but I think the Fremnantle people sbould
move first, and I think the people of
Fremnantle ought to bie able to put their
hands in their own pockets, to some ex-
tent. Let me again thank lion. members
for the kindly way in which they have
dealt with the Address, and congratulate
them for not having taken the step which
they took last year.

Question-That the Address-in-Reply,
be adopted-put and passed.

THE PRESIDENT said he would comn-
municate with His Excellency the Gover-
nor to see when it would be convenient
for His Excellency to receive the Address.
rn-Reply.
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ADJOURNMENT.
TH)E COLONIAL SECRETARYI

moved that the House at its rising do
adjourn until Tuesday, July 18th.

Question put and pissed.
The House adjourned at 7-27 umtil

Tuesday, Julyv 18th.

Thursday, 6thi July, 189.9,

Papers premeeted-Question : Federation Bill, bow
Distributed to Blctrs -Question: Indentureof Aborigines, to Inquire-9uestion: Penal Com'-
mision and Recommendations - Snpremne Court
Criminal Sittings Bill, Saot rI' Criia Law
A mendment Bill, first reading -Re an ordered and
presented: hallway Rolling Stock, Rl nira Papers
ordered and jpresented: DaodMining, Reward
for Discorery-Beturn ordered: Government Liua-
bilities at close Of Financial Year-Papers. ordered,
Public Battery at Norsenwn-Address-in.Beply;
Pi1th Day of debate-Ad jouruiet.

THE: DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAkYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PRIER: i, Report of Registrar

of Patents, etc., 1898; 2, Commonwealth
Bill as amended at Conference of Aus-
tralian Preiuiers, ordered on motion of
Mr. George.

By the MINISTER OF MINES:. Return
showing Expenditure, eta., in the working
of Public Batteries, ordered on motion of
Mr. Wallace.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION-FEDERATION BILL, HOW
DISTRIBUTED TO ELECTORS.

Mnli. IIJLINGWORTH (for MR.
VospaR) asked the Premier: r. What
means had been adopted for the distri-
bution of copies of the Federal Common-
wealth Bill. 2. What proportion of the
electors was known to have received copies
of the Bill.

THm PREMIER (Right Ron. Sir J.
Forrest) replied: i. One copy of the
Bill has been -already sent to each elector
in the colony, and another copy, plainly
setting forthi that it has been issued by
authority, is now ag-ain being sent. z. A
return showing the number of copies re-
turned from each electorate, as far as at
present ascertained, is attached hereto :

Number of Pamphlets rstunted from. various
Electorates (incomplete).

Electorate. No. on Roll. No. Returned,
Fremantle -. ... 538 .. 158
South Frema~ntle . 1,187 G 4
North Fremantle ... 86-1, . 133
East Fremnantle ... 820 .. 238
Yilgarn .. ... 471 .. 148
Coolgardlo......... 2,924 ... 1,704
Northam ... 615 ..-. 60
Yalgoo ... 210 ... 7
North Perth ........ 2,399 . 42
Dundas .. .. 571 . 49
Bunbury..........627, .. 21
Wellington .. 405 1.8I
Get-aldton .. 434, ,. 6
Plantagenet .. ... 386 ... 7
Ashburton...........57 ... a
Swan .. 857 ... 6
Toodyay .. .. 40G ... 7
Sussex ... .. 373 ... 5
Irwin .100 ... 3
North Coolgardie ... 1,306 ... 158

Other districts not yet returned.

QUESTION-INDENTURE OF ABORI-
GINES, TO INQUIRE.

Mn. LLLLINGWORTH (for MR.
Voarpn) asked the Premier, Whether
the Government intended to institute
any official. inquiries into the system of
indenturing aborigines, and into the
cruelties alleged to have been committed
upon natives in tile north-western por-
tions of the colony.

Thx. PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied as follows :-The Gov-
ernment do not consider that any special
inquiry is necessary, as the whole of the
north-west districts have for years been
settled, and the aborigines have long
since become domesticate, and live regu-
larly on the stations in the districts they
belong to.

QUESTION-PENAL COMMISSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS.

Mat. IIJTINGWORTH (for Mn. Vos-
PER) asked the Premier, Whether it was
the intention of the Government to give
effect to the recommendations of the
Penal Commission, in the form of legis-
lation, during the present session.
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